
Looking for new, creative engagement ideas to turn your traditional, in-person fundraising events and 
activities into virtual ones? In this toolkit, we’ve included an activity description with how-to tips and a 
list of tools and platforms to help you organize engaging events in your workplace or the community. 

EVENT IDEAS WITH HOW-TOS
 F  A Closer Look: Struggle & Opportunity in Cumberland County
 F  My Cup, My Cause (Plus: Book Club Companion)
 F  Silent Auction 
 F  TED Talk 
 F  Karaoke or Open Mic
 F  Virtual Walk or Run 
 F  Virtual Class: Cooking, Crafting, Painting 
 F  Bake Off 

OTHER EVENT IDEAS WE LIKED 
 F  Raffle, Trivia, Board Games, Holiday Party, Happy Hour, Plant Sale, Dance-Off, Board Games,  
 Dance Off
 F  Have a great virtual idea? share it with us at info@unitedwaygp.org.

For More Information: Contact your ECM, or United Way of Greater Portland representative. 

   VIRTUAL ENGAGEMENT IDEA GUIDE 

mailto:info%40unitedwaygp.org?subject=


A CLOSER LOOK: STRUGGLE & OPPORTUNITY IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY: FACILITATOR GUIDE AVAILABLE 
GOOD FOR: Individuals and groups (any size)     TIME: 5 TO 30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: This experiential, virtual exhibit immerses people in the struggles and opportunities of 
people living in or close to poverty in Greater Portland.  

HOW TO DO IT: Invite colleagues to take a self-guided tour through a virtual exhibit to get a closer 
look at the struggle & opportunity in Cumberland County. Hold a reflection session with participants 
at the end to discuss the experience and ways to engage. A facilitator guide is available with 
debriefing questions. 

MY CUP, MY CAUSE & BOOK CLUB: FACILITATOR GUIDE AVAILABLE
GOOD FOR: Any size (break out groups recommended for larger groups) TIME: 30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: Grab your favorite beverage and join a virtual meeting via Zoom for a great 
conversation about your favorite causes and current events. A companion to this engagement activity 
is the Virtual Book-Club (See Facilitator Guide). 

HOW TO DO IT: Schedule a 30-minute Zoom meeting and invite colleagues. Pre-program the Zoom 
call with a Poll. 

1. First Poll Question: What’s in your cup? Options: Black Coffee, Coffee + Milk or Sugar, Latte, Tea, 
Smoothie, Water, Other 

2. Second Poll Question: What two causes are those you care most about? Options: Education, 
Health, Mental Health and Addiction, Homelessness, Hunger and Poverty, Economic 
Opportunity and Stability, Racial Equity, Neglect and Abuse, I have another cause I care about

Share the poll results, reinforcing that their causes are United Way’s causes too. Share a clip from 
the resource list and then give participants time to talk about their reactions to the clip and poll (use 
break out rooms for larger groups). At the end of the session, share the resource list and ideas on 
how to engage (give, advocate, volunteer). If the group is excited about a topic, choose a book (the 
library provides great referrals) and schedule a next meeting or collect emails via chat for a virtual 
book club. 

TED-TALK FUNDRAISER
GOOD FOR: Any size        TIME: 20 TO 30 minutes

DESCRIPTION: Have a passionate, knowledgeable staff member who wants to share their story or 
expertise with the group? This is a great way to do deep on topics like mindfulness, organization, 
parenting, lessons learned, or others. 

HOW TO DO IT: Select a video conference platform like Zoom, Teams, Webex, Google Hangout, 
etc. Send an invite and have staff register for the “event” with a pre-set price for attendance using 
Eventbrite or another platform. Lunchtime hours are typically good for this type of engagement 
(eat over lunch-style). After the talk, un-mute participants and have people share feedback, or ask 
presenter questions. Make sure to thank your presenter. This is an easy and interesting way to raise 
funds and share knowledge. Easy peasy, lemon squeezy!



SILENT AUCTION 
GOOD FOR: Large groups (30+)       TIME: Ongoing

DESCRIPTION: Online auctions work similar to in-person ones, and the concept is simple - the 
highest bid wins! Besides offering a variety of unique and useful items, remember to also include 
services (when the situation permits) and virtual experiences. 

HOW TO DO IT: Encourage your co-workers to donate popular items like gift cards, services, wine 
and spirits (if allowed), gift baskets, etc.), as well as unique and rare ones (sports memorabilia, 
autographed items, virtual coffee with a prominent person within your organization, artwork, and 
crafts,etc.) People are more likely to support and bid if it’s for a good cause, so variety is key. Use 
silent auction sites like Bidding Owl, Rallyup, OneCause, ClickBid, or other virtual tool, to conduct 
your auction and take care of most of the work. 

VIRTUAL WALK OR RUN 
GOOD FOR: Any size       TIME: 30 minutes to 1 hour

DESCRIPTION: Get your coworkers to take part in a virtual walk or run. Not only does it inspire 
people to keep active and moving, but it can also create fun, friendly competition amongst 
everyone involved!  Encourage them to add a personal touch to it by taking photos of themselves 
doing the challenge and feature video clips in your e-mail communications or intranet to inspire 
others to participate.
HOW TO DO IT: Use GiveSignUp.org, Charity Foot Prints, Charity Miles, Map my Run, Strava, or 
another site you trust to create your route. Some of these tools have capabilities to register 
runners, while others do not. Use another registration tool like Eventbrite or Constant Contact 
should you need a separate registration portal. Set a registration or financial goal for the race. 
Mobilize and use social media or your companies intranet to promote internally. Celebrate 
participants and odder finisher rewards or medals. Report back on who raced, results, and impact. 

KARAOKE OR OPEN MIC 
GOOD FOR: Any size        TIME: 30 minutes - 1 hour

DESCRIPTION: Think your co-workers are a super talented bunch just waiting for their moment 
to shine? Host a virtual karaoke or open mic, where attendees can all join a group video meeting, 
and then virtually raise their hand to share their talents. Give the evening a topic, bring together 
participants, and away you go!

HOW TO DO IT: Select a video conference platform like Zoom, Teams, Webex, Google Hangout, 
etc. Optional for Karaoke: Download Watch2Gether (this app allows everyone to watch the same 
karaoke videos simultaneously) or simply have everyone use YouTube as it has an abundance of 
karaoke videos. Send a party invite to your coworkers. Make sure to include instructions on using 
the video conference platform and Watch2Gether or YouTube. If you are doing karaoke, have the 
attendees email their songs of choice in advance. Have a dedicated karaoke jockey for the night. 
Part of the KJ’s job is to gather the tracklist, queue up the next songs and introduce the singers. 
Make sure to do a test run with the KJ before the event day to work out any glitches. Choose a 
prize for the best singer. Have attendees vote for their favorite by making donation towards that 
person. Announce the winner before the event closes. To close the karaoke party on a high note, 
end with a group sing-along and have everyone join in.

https://www.biddingowl.com/
https://rallyup.com/
http://www.onecause.com
http://clickbidonline.com/
http://www.givesignup.org/
https://www.charityfootprints.com/nonprofit-virtual-race-fundraisershttp://
https://charitymiles.org
https://www.mapmyrun.com/routes/create/
https://www.strava.com/
https://www.watch2gether.com/


VIRTUAL CLASS: COOKING, CRAFTING, PAINTING 
GOOD FOR: Any size       TIME: 30 minutes to 1 hour

DESCRIPTION: This fundraiser isn’t limited to cooking. Whether you find an excellent cook, an 
impressive seamstress, origami master, or painting genius, as long as you can live-stream the lessons 
and the people who sign up can order the supplies, it’s a great idea. People will be excited to learn 
something new and support a great cause. 

HOW TO DO IT: Choose your live-stream platform Zoom, Teams, WebEx, or other. Decide how you 
want to register participants using an internal sign-up form through Google Forms, Eventbrite, 
Constant Contact, or other. Send an email to promote the opportunity, and if possible, send a “teaser” 
video featuring the presenter. Hold your class at a time that is convenient for your colleagues. 
Remember to record the session to re-share at a later date. Enjoy the fruits of your labor, whether it’s 
an artful painting for your wall or a yummy dessert just for you - it’s all about the F-U-N!

BAKE OFF  
GOOD FOR: Any size       TIME: 30 minutes to 1 hour

DESCRIPTION: Host a virtual bake-off with your colleagues to see who has the top baking skills. 
Using a pre-determined list of ingredients (or only ingredients and equipment you’re likely to find 
in your cupboard), have participants record and upload a video of themselves baking their treat of 
choice and share an image of their baked masterpiece. Encourage people to vote for their favorite 
baked goods by donating, where every donation is a vote towards selecting a winner. The baker with 
the highest dollar amount raised wins! 

HOW TO DO IT: Pick a start and end date for the contestants to register and submit their baking 
video. Assign the duration of the event – an appropriate length of time you know will keep everyone 
engaged and inspired to support the cause. Use free, reliable platforms to upload contestant videos, 
such as YouTube, Vimeo, or Google Drive. Encourage participants to reach out to coworkers, friends, 
and family to ask for support. Use appropriate ways to communicate progress throughout the event 
and encourage more votes/donations. After the event, share the results, photos, links to videos, and 
make an ask for any final donations, if appropriate. Choose the prize the winner gets, such as being 
featured in your next all staff/team e-mail, getting an extra vacation day, or bragging rights!



OTHER IDEAS WE LIKED:  
 F Raffle: Do a 50/50 raffle and get folks to chip in with Venmo, Paypal, RallyUp, or Cheddar. Set a 

deadline, send the invite, and away you go! 

 F Trivia: Get teams to compete using a theme or UNITED messaging. Charge a price for team and 
individual entry. Make silly 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies or make it REALLY interesting and 
have your top prize winners get a Friday off.  

 F Virtual Holiday Party: Bring your coworkers together for a holiday meal and mingle by hosting a 
virtual holiday party.  

 F Virtual Happy Hour: Hosting a remote or virtual happy hour can be a great bonding experience 
for you and your coworkers, especially when the team might be feeling disconnected or lonely in 
these social distancing times.

 F Virtual Garden or Plant Sale: Get your friends co-workers together and create a virtual plant 
stand. Sell items from your garden (or starts). 

 F Dance Off Online: Contests and competitions are fun, easy, and allow for some friendly rivalry. 
Contestants would pay a fee to participate and voters vote by donating to their favorite act! 

 F Board Game: Chess, Monopoly, or LIFE, via virtual meeting. It’s easy and fun. 

 F Bike Off: Compete for a cause! Jump on your home exercise bikes and compete against team 
members or another company. 

TOOLS & PLATFORMS:  

Video Conferencing: Microsoft Teams, WebEx, Zoom, Google Hangouts

Video Streaming/ Uploading: YouTube, Watch2Gether , Vimeo, Google, OneDrive

Bidding Sites: Bidding Owl, Rallyup, OneCause, ClickBid

Registration Platforms: Eventbrite, Constant Contact Events, Brown Paper Tickets 

Running/ Active Platforms: GiveSignUp.org, Charity Foot Prints, Charity Miles, Map my Run, or Strav

Polling or Surveys: SurveyMonkey.com, Mentimeter.com

Trivia: Triviamaker.com

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/download-app
https://www.webex.com/
https://zoom.us/
https://hangouts.google.com/
https://vimeo.com/
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2424368?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://onedrive.live.com/about/en-us/signin/
https://www.biddingowl.com/
https://rallyup.com/
http://www.onecause.com
http://clickbidonline.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/l/sell-tickets/
https://www.constantcontact.com/account-home
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.givesignup.org/
https://www.charityfootprints.com/nonprofit-virtual-race-fundraisershttp://
https://charitymiles.org
https://www.mapmyrun.com/routes/create/
https://www.strava.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
https://www.mentimeter.com
https://triviamaker.com/

